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Since 2013, Medicaid hospital 
admissions have increased 10%. 

During that same time, Medicaid 
admissions related to a primary 
behavioral health diagnosis have 
increased — nearly 40%. 

Medicaid admissions related to a 
primary behavioral health diagnosis 

All Medicaid 
admissions

PERCENT INCREASE IN MEDICAID ADMISSIONS 
FROM 2013-2015

140,471

15,759

+45%

+21 %

$195 mil.

$134 mil.

$2.0 bil.

$1.7 bil.

In 2015, primary diagnoses of behavioral health 
disorders accounted for $195 million of Medicaid 
admission. Admissions with a secondary 
behavioral health diagnoses accounted for $920 
million more.

56%
$1.1 billion

That's over $1.1 billion, 
or 56% of total 
Medicaid admissions

SPENDING ON MEDICAID 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
RELATED ADMISSIONS

PERCENT INCREASE IN SPENDING FOR 
MEDICAID ADMISSIONS FROM 2013-2015

Expanding access for community behavioral 
health care is proven to reduce demand for 
more costly inpatient hospital admissions.

 22,112 +40%

HOSPITALCOMMUNITY CARE

$275
per day

$1,300 
per day

DEMAND IS SKYROCKETING

. . . AND LEADS TO INCREASED HEALTHCARE SPENDING

SOLUTION: INCREASE ACCESS TO COMMUNITY CARE

ALL BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH ADMISSIONS

ALL MEDICAID 
ADMISSIONS

THAT’S 3X AS FAST 

2013

2015

While spending for Medicaid hospital 
admissions have risen 21%, spending for 
Medicaid behavioral health admissions 
have risen 45%.

A BETTER WAY TO ADDRESS MARYLAND’S
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CRISIS 

www.KeepTheDoorOpenMd.org


